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WELCOME TO THE 2019 AWSA 
WOODTURNING SYMPOSIUM
It is our pleasure to extend our warm greetings to you, welcome to the Association of Woodturners 
of South Africa (AWSA) 2019 Symposium, an important annual event in the calender of enthusiastic 
woodturners from various woodworking associations across South Africa. 

We would like to make special mention of our international Key Note Demonstrator, Nick Agar, who 
has agreed to share with us some techniques, which hopefully will encourage you to take your 
woodturning adventure to new and exiting horisons. 

The 2019 Symposium has as it ’s theme “Spirit of Africa”.  We are truly blessed to live and operate in 
the southern part of the most beautiful continent of Africa, with so much to off er in terms of nature, 
diversity, arts and culture, which we often take for granted. Drawing inspiration and expertise from 
Nick Agar, regarding this, there will be an “African” touch, present in his demonstrations and works of 
art. Supporting Nick in the masterclasses and demonstrations will be our local renowned woodturner 
and artist Carel van der Merwe.

Further to living the ‘Spirit of Africa’,  we are also pleased to have some of our local experts, from 
various regional associations performing demonstrations covering various disciplines. Included in the 
main demonstrations are Carel van der Merwe, Ashwin Ramhith, At Smit, Piet Smith & Charlie Letsoalo 
and Braam Burger.

Organising an event like this, solely for the promotion of woodturning in South Africa, bringing 
together renowned artists, experts and enthusiastic woodturners, is no easy task and comes with 
a massive behind the scenes investment, inclusive of generous donations, time, expertise and 
dedication from a huge number of individuals. Thank you to everyone that made this possible.

Equally important to the demonstrations, are the resources, tools and logistics to support the 
demonstrators, and for this Strand Hardware has fully committed to provide all the lathes, accessories 
and consumables for all the demonstrators. In addition to this, Strand Hardware will have a dedicated 
Marketplace in the Yellowwood Conference Room to cater for all your specialised machinery, tooling 
needs and finishing products. All the equipment and products used during the demonstrations will be 
available for sale in Marketplace. 

Additionally, there will be concurrent demonstrations in the Marketplace by Gerard Wong, Charlie 
Letsoalo, Johan Kramer and Mervin Walsh.

We are pleased to announce that the Woodworking Association of Pretoria, currently the biggest 
woodworking association with 160 members, over 100 of them listed turners, formed a consortium of 
business partners, and thrown its weight behind this year’s event. The commitment and assistance 
from their side, arranging financial support, organising sponsorships for prizes, welcome pack, audio 
and video equipment and marketing eff orts. Additionally, bringing the whole of their turners steering 
committee (Jan Richter, Carel van der Merwe, Alan Crawford, Michiel Britz and Braam Burger) down to 
support the symposium, is well appreciated.

We encourage you, the delegates, to actively participate during the demonstrations, support our 
Marketplace and network with old and new friends.

In closing, thank you to each participant and delegate for taking the time to support AWSA Symposium 
2019 and hope you take the best out of this event back home. 

Best Wishes
AWSA Organising Committee



MESSAGE FROM JAN RICHTER: 
AWSA CHAIRMAN
It is my privilege to welcome the delegates to this important annual event for AWSA. This is our area of 
focus and a lot of dedication goes into this cause to keep woodturning alive, promoted all over South 
Africa and providing a sustainable skillset for the next generation.

I would like to welcome back our Key Note Demonstrator, Nick Agar, who came all the way from his 
new studio in Savanah, Georgia, United States, to bring an ‘African touch’ to his Viking Bowl signature 
piece.  Nick is an enthusiastic talented turner who brings a new expressive dimension to all his work, 
large or small.

The success of a symposium of this nature is not only dependant upon our key note demonstrator, 
but also the inspiration that we get from our other demonstrators, all who have their own wonderful 
stories to tell. 

As a non-profit organisation, a Symposium of this nature requires an enormous amount of eff ort on 
the part of the organisers and ‘behind-the-scenes’ contributors.  To this end, I want to express my 
sincere appreciation to all your eff orts, personal time, dedication, sponsorships and inputs to ensure 
that we can present a professional symposium. We are ready for business and committed to providing 
our members with real value.

A big thank you to the team from Strand Hardware, Stuart, Candra, Gerard and John, we are extremely 
indebted to you for your generous support, assistance in bringing Nick Agar to South Africa, the 
special eff orts for providing the equipment required for the demonstrators and masterclasses, 
marketing eff orts as well as providing the Marketplace, well stocked with specialist equipment.

My sincere appreciation also to Carel, Roy and Dave for hosting and entertaining Nick, before, during 
and after the symposium.

In the spirit of promoting woodturning, the responsibility lies with each delegate to make the most out 
of this symposium by getting involved, not only attending, but to share, to learn, to work together and 
most importantly to enjoy the experience.

I wish you all a highly successful 2019 Symposium and hope that you will not only live ‘Spirit of Africa’ 
but that you will leave enthralled with new ideas to take your woodturning experience to a new level.

Best Wishes
Jan Richter
Chairman



MESSAGE FROM STUART KEIL: 
STRAND HARDWARE
On behalf of Strand Hardware, it is my pleasure to extend warm greetings to the AWSA Committee, 
Nick Agar, Demonstrators and Delegates. Welcome to AWSA Symposium 2019 and to Wilderness. 

Strand Hardware has been part of AWSA since its inception and are proud to once again be the 
primary sponsor of AWSA Symposium 2019. Over these years, it has been and continues to be an 
honour meeting all the talented wood turners and craftsmen that attend this event each year. This 
year we are excited to alongside AWSA, bring Nick Agar to the event. This is an absolute treat for the 
woodworking fraternity and we are sure that a great time will be had by all attendees.

Strand Hardware continues to ensure that woodworking is the main focus within our company. Our 
team is permanently on the lookout for new and exciting products to off er to you. In the last year, we 
have opened two new branches, one additional one in Port Elizabeth as well as an expansion across 
our borders into Gauteng. Other than introducing new stores, we have presented a number of new 
ranges to our off ering. In our Woodworking Machinery category, we recently launched Toolmate 
Pro – The big brother to our well known Toolmate range, this range is to off er a sturdier and stronger 
machine at a reasonable price and to ensure an increased life-span, we hold all essential consumable 
parts. We have also brought in Hampshire Sheen, a new finishing range, increased our resin and 
pigments variety astronomically as well as introduced cactus juice, pressure chambers and all the 
accessories required to go with this line of craft, to name but a few.

With over 47 years of experience within the woodworking industry, we can assure you that the advice 
and guidance that you receive from each of our knowledgeable staff  will be accurate and well thought 
out. Above all else, we continue to ensure that our customers are the primary focus of our daily 
activities and strive to provide them with the most spectacular customer journey possible. An added 
convenience to our customers is the in-store service and repair department at each of our stores, we 
want to assist you in lengthening the life of all your power tools and machines!

Regards
Stuart Keil
Director

www.strandhardware.co.za



Registration and  
Name Badges

The registration desk is in the  
lobby and is open during the  
following hours:

Friday, 6 September: 16h00 - 18h00
Saturday, 7 September: 07h30 - 08h15

Ensure that you receive your 
welcome pack upon registration.

WiFi is available at The 
Wilderness Hotel. Request 
password at reception.

Demonstration Room

The conference rooms used for 
demonstrations will be Palm 1 and 2. 

Opening Hours:
Saturday, 7 September:  
08h30 - 18h30
Sunday, 8 September:  
08h30 - 17h30
Monday, 9 September:  
08h30 - 12h30

Marketplace

Strand Hardware will have a 
marketplace located in Yellowwood 
Conference Room, where you can 
purchase specialist equipment, tools 
and accessories as well as attend 
concurrent demonstrations.

Opening Hours:
Friday, 6 September:  
14h00 - 18h30
Saturday, 7 September:  
08h30 - 18h00
Sunday, 8 September:  
08h30 - 17h30
Monday, 9 September:  
08h30 - 12h30

Venue Address and 
Contact Information

The Wilderness Hotel
Address: 6 George Rd, Wilderness, 
6560, Western Cape
Phone: 044 877 1110
www.wildernesshotel.co.za

Security

At the symposium, name badges 
must always be worn as they verify 
that you are a registered participant. 

Always keep all personal items with 
you, as the Symposium rooms will 
only be locked, when not in use in 
the evenings.

Cellular Phones and other 
noise making devices

Please respect your fellow delegates 
by muting cellular phones and other 
noise making devices during the 
demonstration sessions.

Lost and Found

Any items found can be handed in at 
the Hotel reception desk in the  
main lobby.

Hospital/Emergency 
Procedures

The nearest hospital to the 
Wilderness Hotel is the  
George Mediclinic.

Location: 2 Gloucester Ln, George 
Central, George.

Contact no: 044 803 2000 
Open 24 hours

Language of  
the Symposium

The communication language of 
the symposium is English, however 
some demonstrators are more 
comfortable using Afrikaans as 
presentation medium, so if you do 
not understand feel free to ask  
for clarification.

Smoking

Smoking is not permitted during 
Symposium sessions or anywhere 
inside the venue. Look out for 
demarcated smoking areas outside 
the venue.

Liability

The AWSA and Symposium 
organizers will not be liable for any 
loss, injury or damage for whatever 
legal reason. 

Delegates take part in AWSA 
Symposium 2019 at their own risk. 

Dress Code

During demonstrations casual attire 
is acceptable, but we do request 
that Business Casual is observed for 
Gala Dinner.

Feel free to add a bit of “Spirit of 
Africa” to your attire.

Catering and Dietary 
Requirements

Refreshment breaks will be held at 
the Palm Reception Area

Gala Dinner will be held at the 
Braai Area

Dietary requirements provided 
during online registration have been 
communicated to the venue

Lucky Draw

There will be a Lucky Draw during 
the Gala Dinner, with great prizes 
to be won. 

Tickets: R50 each or R120 for Three

Notice of AGM for  
AWSA Members:

The Annual General Meeting for 
AWSA Members will take place on 
the 8th September from 12h30 to 
14h00, in the Palm 1  
Conference Room.

Symposium Social Night: Gala Dinner

The Gala Dinner will take place on the 8th September from 18h00 to 21h00, at the Braai Area of the Wilderness Hotel, and will be a chance to come together with fellow participants for a 
night of fun, prize giving, lucky draw and auction of donated turned pieces. Cash bar will be offered. 
If you did not purchase a ticket, additional tickets will be available at registration desk.

GENERAL INFORMATION 



Engage at the Symposium by sharing pictures and comments on the AWSA Facebook Page @ Association of 
Woodturners of South Africa. Download this program @awsa.org.za

Engage directly in person with the AWSA committee, during breaks or at the AGM. Also ask questions and 
engage, with fellow delegates, during the tea and lunch breaks between main demonstrations.

Strand Hardware will have a Marketplace in the Yellowwood conference Room, concurrent demonstrations 
will also take place in this area. Engage directly with the experts at the marketplace for all tool and 
accessory requirements.

www.strandhardware.co.za 

GET INVOLVED
Share your thoughts, ideas and opinions during the Symposium. You can get involved 
in many ways, including engaging on social media, direct discussions with organising 
committee, or participating at the marketplace.

SOCIAL MEDIA

MARKETPLACE

DIRECT 
INTERACTION



SYMPOSIUM SPEAKS
The main demonstrations will take place in Palm Conference Rooms, below are the profiles 
and a bit more information about the Key Note Demonstrator as well as the other Main 
Demonstrators, in order of scheduled demonstrations.

KEY NOTE DEMONSTRATOR: 
NICK AGAR
Nick has become one of the most sought-after instructors / workshop leaders and seminar presenters on 
the world woodturning stage. He is one of the most creative makers in the field and has an unsurpassed 
knowledge and understanding of the many processes that are now used in this creative medium. 
Specialising in surface enhancement and renowned for his wall sculptures, his award-winning work often 
incorporates carving, airbrushing, ceramic and metal eff ects. Nick has inspired many woodturners with his 
work and has traveled across the world to demonstrate his skills.

With more than 25 years experience, he has a great understanding of his medium. Choosing burrs and 
intriguing or figured timber for most of his work, - exposing natures treasures beneath the bark.
Inspired by organic forms, pottery, sea life, ancient cultures and his natural surroundings at his riverside 
studio, he specialises in hollow forms, large diameter work, and surface enhancement. He is renowned for 
his wall sculptures. His award-winning work often incorporates carving, weaving and metalwork.

In addition to exhibiting widely and appearing at international conferences both as a demonstrator and 
a judge, Nick is in constant demand for commissions from collectors, his wide range of clients including 
HRH Prince of Wales, Dukes, Duchesses and the Royal jewellers, Aspreys. He and his work have also 
featured on BBC and ITV lifestyle television programs.

Nick is a member of the Worshipful Company of Turners, as well as a Patron of the Max Carey 
Woodturning Trust. He is co author of the book “woodturning evolution “ , an elected member of the Devon 
Guild of Craftsmen, and a Registered Professional Turner. A member of the AWGB and AAW, he has also 
been made Honorary Member of several woodturning clubs.



MAIN DEMONSTRATOR: 
CAREL VAN DER MERWE
Carel is a qualified Electronics Engineer and got involved with woodworking at school level. He was 
introduced to the art of woodturning by At Smit, who is one of the pioneers of South African woodturning.

During his numerous international travels, he trained with some of the world’s leading woodturners in the 
UK and Germany. He likes to explore the natural beauty of wood and to create features from the natural 
flaws in the wood. His passion is hollow forms and natural edge bowls.

With his training with international masters, he has also started to enhance the hidden features of light-
coloured woods by means of colouring and surface decoration. With the combination of enhancing the 
natural beauty of wood, together with colouring and texturing, he mainly creates non- functional artistic 
pieces. Since May 2018, he is doing woodturning on a full-time basis, provide training in woodturning, 
selling specialised woodturning tools and equipment under www.creativeturning.co.za as well as 
continuing to create new gallery pieces.

Carel is a member of the Woodworking Association of Pretoria, as well as a member of the Association of 
Woodturners of South Africa.

MAIN DEMONSTRATOR: 
ASHWIN RAMHITH
Ashwin was born an educated in the sugar town of Stanger, located in KwaZulu Natal and obtained a BA 
Degree from the University of Fort Hare. After graduate school, he was an educator and then embarked on 
a business career in Alice, before settling down in Port Elizabeth.

He prefers to focus on unique ‘one of a kind’ woodturned art, utilising diff erent materials to allow him to 
express his ideas and expose the mystery beneath the bark. His work is an expression of himself after 
evolving into a Creative Artist from learning the art of woodworking. The creative process started slowly in 
2002 and sped up with time as new ideas, experiences and technology have always challenged his choice 
of material and technical ability required in each piece.

He has exhibited his woodturned art in South Africa, Portugal, Brazil, South Korea and Germany. He was 
one of 19 crafters selected in 2009 as a ‘hidden treasure’ of South African craft by Tourism Enterprise 
Partnership. He has focused a lot of time and energy on resin inlay in face plate turning with an Out of 
Africa theme, but due to high cost of resins he had to move towards other disciplines in wood art.

He actively demonstrates on various aspects of woodturning because he firmly believes that the art of 
woodturning must be preserved in present times.

Ashwin is a member, and current chairman, of the Port Elizabeth Woodturners Guild, as well as a member 
of the Association of Woodturners of South Africa.



MAIN DEMONSTRATOR: 
AT SMIT
At is a retired Airforce pilot who has seriously practiced woodworking as a hobby for most of his adult 
life. He currently lives in Pretoria and is an active contributor to skills development to turners and other 
woodworkers all around South Africa. 

The past 20 years has seen him focusing his woodworking activities on producing mostly non-functional 
lathe turned items leaning more to the decorative and artistic objects. 

He enjoys producing a wide variety of pieces in all kinds of woods, both indigenous and exotic, always 
trying for something unusual and often technically challenging. He is the only woodturner in South Africa, 
and one of a few worldwide, who does elliptical, deep hollow turnings (more than 400mm) in solid wood.

He has no formal art training and his skills are self taught. The natural properties and make-up of trees 
such as bark, knurls, knots and cracks, insect and fire damage often form the focal point of his work. He 
uses his lathe, turning tools and technical skills to expose the wonderful natural properties and beauty of 
the wood to those who care to observe and admire it.

Since 2006, he had no less than six woodturning exhibitions at the art gallery of the Association of Art in 
Pretoria. To use wood from a fallen tree to create something beautiful and/or useful helps to preserve this 
wonderful gift from nature, and at the same time provides pleasure long after the tree has died.

At is a Founding and Honorary Member of the Woodworkers Association of Pretoria, as well as a 
member of the Association of Woodturners of South Africa. 

MAIN DEMONSTRATORS: 
PIET SMITH AND CHARLIE LETSOALO
Piet is a retired General Manager of ABSA. He started making peppermills some 15 years ago after finding 
that “every household has a pepper mill that does NOT work”.  He established a distributors agreement 
with CrushGrind®, Denmark to supply hobbyist and small business owners with the unique ceramic 
CrushGrind® mechanism with a 25-year warrantee. 

Under the mentorship of At Smit (‘without whom my business will come to a standstill’) he developed 
www.peppermillsforafrica.co.za into a delightfully hectic small business that can’t keep up with 
the demand.

Charlie, Piet’s former gardener, started off  sanding peppermills and Piet taught him more and more skills. 
As Piet worked with Charlie, one step at a time, he eventually progressed to the stage of being able to 
design and finish a peppermill. Today, 12 years later, Charlie is a formidable craftsman. (“I took over Piet’s 
job, now he is working in the garden!”). 

Charlie provides training courses and does various demonstrations country wide to teach the art of 
turning a peppermill. He also makes small toys and jewelery for people in his community, running his own 
personal enterprise.

Piet and Charlie are members of the Woodworking Association of Pretoria, as well as members of the 
Association of Woodturners of South Africa.



MAIN DEMONSTRATOR: 
BRAAM BURGER
Braam got involved in woodworking at the age of 9, a legacy passed on by his Grandfather, Great Uncle 
and Father, received professional woodworking training on secondary and tertiary levels, and more than 
35 years later he is still actively involved in the woodworking industry. 

His focus is on the turning of small utility items and high-volume production, using high quality materials 
and a mixture of select indigenous and exotic woods, that are aimed at the corporate gift market. 

He recently started experimenting with diff erent turning techniques and developing his turning skills into 
creating unique artistic pieces. He will be attending AWSA Symposium for the first time this year.

He is also involved in the supply of rare woods, to the African and European market, sourced from 
sustainable forests, responsible wood merchants and reclaimed/ recycled processed woods. This covers a 
wide market, from solid wooden flooring, blanks for all turning applications, toy making, knife making and 
furniture manufacture. He sources wood according to the guidelines set out in the Global Forest and Trade 
Network (GTFN).  

Braam is a member of the Woodworking Association of Pretoria, as well as a member of the Association 
of Woodturners of South Africa.

MARKETPLACE DEMONSTRATOR: 
JOHAN KRAMER 
Johan has been woodworking for more than 30 years. He has a passion to assist others, it ’s always been 
part of his personality. 25 years ago, he turned to woodturning to help him cope with his anxiety and 
stress, following a very traumatic and emotional hijacking incident, he realized that he needs to help 
others who were also having to cope and deal with emotional and physical abuse, those suff ering with 
stress syndrome, assisting persons who are mentally and physically challenged, either alcohol or drug 
dependence, can benefit from learning woodworking.

Woodworking has given these individuals a sense of acceptance, gives them the chance of learning a 
new skill, and has built their confidence. He also teaches children with learning diff iculties, ranging from 
attention disorder to autism. Seeing the smile on their faces when they turn something as small as a 
mushroom, is so satisfying and it makes him very happy knowing that he can make a diff erence in 
their lives.

At present, he is finalising the finer details of modifying a lathe to enable the wheelchair bound person the 
ability to also discover the satisfying art of woodturning. 

Johan is a founding member of the Spirit of the Wood Woodturners, as well as a member of the 
Association of Woodturners of South Africa.



MARKETPLACE DEMONSTRATOR: 
MERVIN WALSH
Mervin is married, has two sons and lives in Cape Town where he heads up the Technology Department at 
the Diocesan College (Bishops) in Rondebosch. He taught woodwork for several years before this subject 
was sadly removed from the school curriculum. 

Whilst woodturning has always interested him, it was not until about 8 years ago that he seriously started 
pursuing woodturning as a hobby. He embraces technical challenges and likes to make pieces that have 
usage value vs. only ornamental value. In this context, he has lost count of the number of pens, caddy 
spoons and coff ee scoops he has made for various Christmas markets! 

Mervin is a member and current chairman of the Western Cape Woodturners Association, as well as a 
member of the Association of Woodturners of South Africa.

MARKETPLACE DEMONSTRATOR: 
GERARD WONG
Gerard is part of the Strand Hardware team of sales experts, and got involved in woodturning in 2011, 
exploring diff erent techniques and ideas to enhance his woodturning through colouring, texturing and 
pyrography. He actively promotes woodturning by performing demonstrations across South Africa at 
various woodworking associations expos and open days.

He was awarded most promising woodturner at AWSA Symposium 2018.

Gerard is a member of the Port Elizabeth Woodturners Guild, as well as a member of the Association of 
Woodturners of South Africa



OVERVIEW OF DEMONSTRATIONS
The main demonstrations will take place in Palm Conference Rooms, the Marketplace 
demonstrations will take place in the Yellowwood Conference Room, below are more 
information about the demonstrations.

KEY NOTE DEMONSTRATIONS, SPIRIT OF AFRICA: NICK AGAR
Bringing the theme ‘Spirit of Africa’ to life, Nick will do five separate demonstrations inclusive of his signature Viking Sunset Bowl, Ancient Bronzed 
Bowl using Chroma- Gilt, A Wall Piece, Ceramic eff ects, a platter decorated using Air brush and stencils. Additionally, a mixture of texture and carving 
techniques, using the Orbicut and Merlin 2 Grinder, coloured wax, some reactive paint use (Rust/ copper verdigris) and some flame work, with a 
blow torch.

FLUTE CARVING AND TEXTURING: ASHWIN RAMHITH
Carving breaks the conventional circular nature of a turning, lending pattern, texture and beauty to the finished piece of turned art. There are numerous 
techniques and tools that are available in the market today to flute & carve a piece so that we make it unique and one of a kind. Fluting & carving 
techniques in all forms allows the turner to start thinking creatively and mastering the practical aspects of enhancing a piece.

AN ODE TO OUR SAN HERITAGE: CAREL VAN DER MERWE
In this demonstration I will combine three elements in illustrating a specific decorating technique on turned items. Using the soft tones of paint, the grain of 
the wood and the inspiration from our world-famous San rock art, unique pieces can be created reflecting our cultural history.

CRUSHGRIND® “BABY” MECHANISM: PIET AND CHARLIE
Piet and Charlie will launch and demonstrate the fitting of the new CrushGrind® “Baby” 100mm mechanism. These mechanisms are ideal to use in 
the making of small spice grinders with those beautiful pieces of wood that you just can’t throw away. It is easy and quick to make and fit with small 
measurements and short drillings. They sell like sweet cake! You can even shorten them to make salt and pepper grinders 90mm high.  



PYROGRAPHY USING AFRICAN PATTERNS AND DESIGNS: ASHWIN RAMHITH
Pyrography is a therapeutic form of art which is rewarding and an interesting way to be creative in expressing the creativity of one’s soul and enhancing a 
piece of art. In this demonstration we will attempt a variety of wood burning techniques to use in the preparation and implementation of your pyrography 
pattern. This demo will focus on the importance in understanding that designs will vary from each creative turner with each developing their own method 
and individual style.

FINISHING WITH SUPERGLUE: BRAAM BURGER 
This demonstration shows how to get a durable non-scratch finish on small items using superglue as a base. It will show you step by step on how to apply 
the superglue, factors that needs to be taken into account when using superglue, sanding, finishing and polishing

MAKING WOODTURNING POSSIBLE FOR EVERYONE: JOHAN KRAMER
These demonstrations are focused on enabling wheelchair bound, people with back problems, those who are not able to stand for long duration and other 
disabilities to be able to get involved in woodturning. A special stand and modified lathe will be used for these demonstrations.

WAVE PATTERN BOWL: MERVIN WALSH 
These demonstrations will focus on the alternative of creating a waved bowl, using a band saw, describing the techniques from John Beaver.

CADDY SPOONS: MERVIN WALSH 
These demonstrations will focus on the techniques involved in producing caddy spoons, coffee and salt scoops.

WATER DROPLET EFFECT: GERARD WONG 
These demonstrations entail the Water Droplet Effect on a platter, using Rust-Olleum Enamel paint and Chest Spirit Stains with Hampshire  
Embellishing Wax.

CRUSHGRIND® PEPPERMILLS: CHARLIE LETSOALO 
These demonstrations will show you how to design, create and assemble your own peppermill, with step by step instructions from start to finish.

CREATING A WAVE FORM PATTERN ON A BOWL/ VASE: AT SMIT
This demonstration entails the creation of a wave form groove pattern on turned work, not using the band saw jig (as per John Beaver’s technique), this 
method entails the use of a router to cut grooves by means of a contraption build by At. This system allows the creation of various patterns other than the 
conventional wave form, for example spirals.



SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULE 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

FRIDAY, 6 SEPTEMBER 2019

TIME DESCRIPTION LOCATION

16h00 – 18h00 Spirit of Africa: Registration and Gallery Set-up Palm Reception

18h00 – 19h00 Ice Breaker and Drinks Lounge Area

SATURDAY, 7 SEPTEMBER 2019

TIME DESCRIPTION DEMONSTRATOR LOCATION

07h30 – 08h15 Registration, Tea and Coffee Delegates Palm Reception

08h15 – 08h30 Welcome and Opening Jan Richter Palm 1 & 2

08h30 – 10h30 Spirit of Africa 1 Nick Agar Palm 1 & 2

10h30 – 11h00 Tea/ Marketplace Demonstrations Various Yellowwood

11h00 – 13h00 Flute Carving and Texturing Ashwin Ramhith Palm 1 & 2

13h00 – 14h00 Lunch Delegates

14h00 – 15h30 Spirit of Africa 2 Nick Agar Palm 1 & 2

15h30 – 16h00 Tea / Marketplace Demonstrations Various Yellowwood

16h00 – 17h30 An Ode to our San Heritage Carel van der Merwe Palm 1 & 2

17h30 – 18h30 Crushgrind “Baby” Pepper Mill Charlie Letsoalo and Piet Smith Palm 1 & 2

18h30 – 19h30 Judging of Challenge and Submissions Various Gallery

SUNDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER 2019

TIME DESCRIPTION DEMONSTRATOR LOCATION

08h30 – 10h00 Spirit of Africa 3 Nick Agar Palm 1 & 2

10h00 – 10h30 Tea / Marketplace Demonstrations Various Yellowwood

10h30 – 12h30 Creating a Waveform Pattern At Smit Palm 1 & 2

12h30 – 14h00 Lunch/ AGM for AWSA Members Delegates / AWSA Members Palm 1 & 2

14h00 – 15h30 Spirit of Africa 4 Nick Agar Palm 1 & 2

15h30 –  16h00 Tea / Marketplace Demonstrations Various Yellowwood

16h00 – 17h30 Pyrography using African Patterns 
& Designs Ashwin Ramhith Palm 1 & 2

17h30 – 18h00 Preparation for Gala Dinner Various

18h00 – 22h00 Gala Dinner, Prize Giving and Lucky Draw Various Braai Area

MONDAY, 9 SEPTEMBER 2019

TIME DESCRIPTION DEMONSTRATOR LOCATION

08h30 – 10h00 Finishing with Superglue Braam Burger Palm 1 & 2

10h00 – 10h30 Tea/ Marketplace Demonstrations Various Yellowwood

10h30 – 12h30 Spirit of Africa 5 Nick Agar Palm 1 & 2

12h30 – 14h00 Closing and Pack-up Various All

Jan Richter local
Highlight



MARKETPLACE
For the duration of the AWSA Symposium 2019, Strand Hardware have a fully stocked 
“Temporary Branch” setup in the Yellowwood Conference Room to cater for all your 
requirements in terms of Woodturning Machinery, Tools, Accessories and Finishing products.
There’s a full compliment of specialist sales staff  to assist you with technical details, product 
overviews, demonstrations, advice and other purchasing requirements.

Below are some of the brands available:

www.strandhardware.co.za

Important Notice: Selected lathes used by the main demonstrators will be put up for auction at the end of the Symposium 2019.
There will be a range of demonstrations taking place continuously, to further enhance your expertise and purchasing experience.



SPECIAL GRATITUDE AND CREDITS TO ALL OUR CONTRIBUTORS 
FOR MAKING AWSA SYMPOSIUM 2019 POSSIBLE:

Strand Hardware: Main Sponsorship, Provision of lathes, equipment and accessories for demonstrations, cash donation towards AWSA, prizes for awards 
and lucky draw, assistance to Nick Agar’s hosting and preparations, assistance for event preparation and marketplace setup, availability of sales staff , 
marketing and advertising.

Woodworking Association of Pretoria: Cash Donation towards AWSA, organising of sponsors, events planning, hosting Nick Agar, logistics behind 
Masterclasses, provision of Audio and Video Equipment, marketing and advertising, availability of turners steering group for event planning, consultation 
and administration.

Mr Woodturner: Contribution towards Welcome Pack: Donation of Pen kits, sponsorship of lucky draw prizes, sponsor of notepads, marketing 
and advertising.

Charnwood: Sponsorship of Mini Lathe 824 Model for prize for regional association with highest attendance, contribution towards Welcome Pack: sponsor 
of Notepads, marketing and advertising.

PenCraft: Contribution towards Welcome Pack: Sponsorship of Pen Blanks and manufacturing of Pens, sponsor of Notepads, marketing and advertising, 
organising of Symposium.

Creative Turning: Contribution towards Welcome Pack: sponsorship of goodie bag, sponsorship of prize for lucky draw, hosting Nick Agar, assistance in 
Masterclass and demonstrations, assistance with event planning.

Jan Richter Woodworking: Contribution towards Welcome Pack: Sponsorship of Coff ee Mugs and Keyring, website administration, event planning and 
coordination, registration administration, marketing and advertising.

Spirit of the Wood Woodturners: Contribution towards Welcome Pack: Sponsorship of Coff ee Mugs and keyring, AWSA Branding, provision of special 
modified lathe and stand for wheelchair bound turners, marketing and advertising, sponsor of consumables for demonstrations.

Peppermills for Africa: Sponsorship of lucky draw prize, cash donation towards AWSA.

Blignaut Bluestar: Assistance in financial and budget planning, Sponsorship of Graphic design and printing of Symposium Program.

Home Handyman Magazine: Sponsorship of  advertisement, website marketing and event coverage.

Bespoke Pens and Engraving: Sponsorship of engraving and graphic requirements.

Circumference: Assistance with event planning, hosting of Nick Agar.

Rarewoods: Marketing and advertising, availability of sales staff , representation at symposium.

George Tourism: Marketing and advertising, representation at symposium.

Michiel Britz: Organisation and setup of Audio and Video equipment, events planning and setup, video recording services.

Yolandie van der Berg: Graphic design of program.

Wilderness Hotel: Provision of venue and refreshments, special rates for accommodation.

Pelican Lodge: Marketing and advertising, provisioning of special rates for accommodation.

Organising Committee: All the ‘behind the scenes’ work, events planning, setup and arrangements for Symposium, numerous discussions and meetings, 
arranging sponsors, marketing and advertising, administrative work.



Strand Hardware 
Sales:  041 585 6996
info@strandhardware.co.za
www.strandhardware.co.za
Strand Hardware, the distributors of a wide range of 
imported woodworking machinery and accessories, 
power tools, and hobbyist merchandise. We also supply 
chipboard and allied materials at both of our Port Elizabeth 
branches, which we cut and edge to your specification. 
Each of our 3 branches has a dedicated service and 
repairs department at your disposal to increase the life 
span of your tools. Govan Mbeki | Newton Park | Randburg 
| National Online Delivery

Creative Turning 
Carel van der Merwe:  083 283 7303
carel@creativeturning.co.za
www.creativeturning.co.za
Together with creating his own artistic works, he is 
also offering training courses in woodturning as well as 
specialised woodturning tools and equipment. During his 
numerous international travels, he trained with some of 
the world leading woodturners in the UK and Germany. 
His primary passion is to explore the natural beauty of 
wood and to create features from the natural flaws in the 
wood. He is well known for his hollow forms and natural 
edge bowls.

Jan Richter Woodturning 
Jan Richter:  081 361 5938
richter@telkomsa.net
Based in Pretoria, Gauteng, Jan Richter Woodturning focus 
on creation of turned items for the corporate gift market 
and custom-made utility items.

PenCraft 
Martie Cronje:  011 781 5420
sales@pencraft.co.za
www.pencraft.co.za
We specialize in high quality handcrafted pens, and other 
wooden items, for the corporate market as well as for 
individuals. Each item is individually handcrafted from 
specially selected South African hardwoods as well as 
other exotic woods, burls and acrylics, to arrive at top 
quality stunning masterpieces

Spirit of the Wood Woodturners 
Johan Kramer:  083 251 0183
spiritofthewood45@gmail.com
Facebook: Spirit of the wood woodturners
Wood-turning classes for beginners, refresher courses 
and training for disabled people. One-on-one, hands-on 
and practical training, tailor made around your individual 
needs, requests and abilities. Club facilities are in 
Boksburg, Gauteng, alternatively training is available at a 
venue of your choice. Assistance with selection of tools 
and equipment. Club meetings are held twice a month, on 
Saturday mornings for members.

Home Handyman Magazine 
Hannes Lindeque:  065 849 3264
advertise@homehandyman.co.za
www.homehandyman.co.za
Editorial includes new products for DYI’ers, along with 
projects, home improvement ideas and expert advice. 
Features include woodworking projects and innovative 
ideas for home maintenance, décor and renovation. 
Expert advice from various fields (such as adhesives, 
abrasives, power tools, welding, plumbing, paint, lighting, 
waterproofing, wood and metalworking), provides 
readers with simple, cost effective solutions and methods 
in a series of practical, step-by-step features that are 
comprehensively illustrated.

Pelican Lodge, Sedgefield 
Ian Perryman:  044 343 3283
stay@pelicanlodge.co.za
www.pelicanlodge.co.za
Pelican Lodge, a three-star guest lodge and self-catering 
accommodation in Sedgefield, is set amongst the midst 
of the Garden Route National Park, you will find the peace 
and serenity you seek from the moment you arrive.
If you are an adventurer, nature lover, explorer or a sun 
worshiper you will be spoilt for choice in this idyllic place.
The Pelican Lodge family embraces you with a warm 
welcome from the moment you arrive and strives to make 
your stay a special one. Stay in one of our deluxe rooms 
with a balcony or stay in a Garden Suite for a little more 
space. Relax and unwind by watching the bird life busily 
visiting our beautiful garden. §Our facilities include free 
Wi-Fi, a number of Braai / BBQ areas for those guests who 
love to be outdoors and a swimming pool to cool off in 
during the hot Summer days.

Blignaut Bluestar Financial Advisory 
Services 
Andre’ Blignaut:  012 654 0042
admin@ablig.co.za
www.blignautbluestar.co.za
Blignaut BlueStar is based in Centurion, Gauteng, and our 
team of experts offer personalised advice on a full range 
of financial solutions to individuals striving for financial 
independence. Our professional financial planners are 
authorised by Sanlam to provide you with specialised 
financial planning, insurance, retirement and investment 
services. Blignaut BlueStar is widely recognised for its 
impressive client base and exceptional performance over 
the years. At Blignaut we remain true to our motto: making 
your financial independence our priority.

Circumference 
Alex:  082 390 0668
alex@circumference.co.za
www.circumference.co.za
We have established Circumference with the specific 
objective of providing would be wood turners with a 
relatively hassle-free road to this wonderful art form. 
Above all we want to provide our clients with an 
opportunity to circumnavigate some of the complexities 
in getting started to ensure that right from the outset they 
have been able to acquire equipment which will provide 
them with the necessary tools to be able to embark on a 
new hobby or even a new business venture.

The Wilderness Hotel 
Info:  044 877 1110
stay@thewildernesshotel.co.za
www.wildernesshotel.co.za
We invite you to come and experience The Wilderness 
Hotel, one of the Garden Route’s oldest and best-loved 
hotels, situated on the beautiful Southern Cape coastline 
of South Africa.
Steeped in a grand tradition with old-style charm and 
featuring modern facilities, it is an ideal honeymoon spot, 
family hotel and an excellent destination for both the 
tourist and business traveler alike.

Peppermills for Africa 
Piet Smith:  082 456 8372
piethome@absamail.co.za
www.peppermillsforafrica.co.za
Supplier of Crushgrind©, standard peppermill 
mechanisms, 100 mm “baby” mechanisms and Coffee 
Grinder mechanisms. Manufacturer and distributor of 
hardwood peppermills. Training courses are offered on 
step by step peppermill creation.

Bespoke Pens, Carbon Fibre and Engraving 
Shane Bester:  082 554 4896
shaneb1@global.co.za
Shane Bester’s Bespoke Pens and Engraving works to 
provide pens created out of wood, carbon fibre and acrylic, 
after which is engraved in CO2 and Fibre laser on his two 
laser machines in all forms of fonts and styles, including 
imagery.
The formatting and engraving of metal tags, wooden 
ornaments and inner decoration for pens is all done in his 
workshop, while he makes carbon fibre blanks, available 
for purchase.

Rarewoods, Knysna 
Sales:  044 382 6575
info@rarewoods.co.za
www.rarewoods.co.za
We supply timber and expertise to a diverse spectrum of 
customers which includes:   manufacturers, architects, 
homeowners, construction companies, hobbyists, 
shopfitters, small businesses, specialists in the fields of 
knife, bow and musical instrument making, wood turners, 
interior decorators, wood carvers, schools, toymakers, and 
wooden car and boat restorers to name just a few.

George Tourism 
Info:  044 877 0045
wilderness@george.org.za
www.georgetourism.org.za
Situated approximately 430 kilometers from the Mother 
City of Cape Town, George is widely regarded as the hub 
of the Southern Cape Region. It is therefore the ideal 
base from which to explore the Southern Cape and Little 
Karoo. George is highly accessible. A good road network 
and the George airport link the Southern Cape and Little 
Karoo hinterland to the major centres of South Africa.It 
is the business hub of the region and offers a variety of 
conference facilities, restaurants and tourist attractions 
and activities.

Graphic Design and Program Layout 
Yolandie van der Berg
Info:  072 713 3012
yolandievanderberg@gmail.com
Based in Pretoria, Gauteng, Yolandie is a freelance graphic 
designer that can help with any graphics design or 
information design needs. 

Woodworking Association of Pretoria 
Niekie Roux:  083 749 4342
Info@ptawoodworkers.com
www.ptawoodworkers.com
Established during 1989 as a non-profit association 
with the purpose of bringing together woodworkers 
in all disciplines in the Pretoria area of South Africa. 
Its objectives are, amounts others, the dissemination 
of information on wood and woodwork, to create 
co-operation between members, to exchange ideas 
and knowledge, to organise meetings, workshops and 
competitions of members in the various disciplines of 
woodwork, to issue a regular newsletter to members and 
to liase with other similar associations and clubs in  
South Africa.

Mr Woodturner 
Ed Robinson:  011 781 5413
Info@mrwoodturner.co.za
www.mrwoodturner.co.za
Mr Woodturner is the leading South African supplier of pen 
making kits and general woodturning supplies. We also 
sell salt and pepper making kits, wood lathes and turning 
tools. We offer a full range of pen turning supplies at great 
prices with unbeatable service. From our warehouse in 
South Africa, we have supplied woodturners in Southern 
and Northern Africa, Europe, Middle East, Far East and New 
Zealand. We welcome customers from all countries



PRESENTED BY: THE ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS OF SOUTH AFRICA.


